GOUNTY SCHOOL AFFAIRS:
o TS m—— ,
Mr. Andrews Makes a Further Statement
Hegarding Charts and Finances,
Editor of The Florida Star : . .

The receipt of nymerous letters from all
portions of the county commending and
approving my action in the schoo! board
matter and asking for information can
cerning the same is my excuse for again
asking for space in your columns.

My former colleagues on the school
board state that they decided “‘to take
the charts, books and maps ina lot at
$617.53, believing that it was as reasona-
ble a purchase as we counld make. The
schools need these supplies, even if we
have to carry the warrants over. The
present need of the supplies warrant the
expenditures,”’ etc.

This is just the point at wsue: My
judgment was that the purchase ‘was net
a reasonable one at all, and farthermore
that there was no need whatever that
warranted any such expenditure.

In support of this contention 1 will
state that if the encyclopedias were need-
ed for the schools—which fact cennot be-
satisfactorily demonstrated—they ¢ould
have been purchased, paper bound, for
25 cents eachy cloth bound for 50 cente
each. I havé a copy of Chambers’ ‘ency-
clopedia, paper bound, for whieh I paid
the sum of 25 cents, and also a copy of
the American Standard, cloth bound, for
which I paid the sum of 50 cente. The
echool board could certainly have bought
them by the quantity as cheaply as I
bought singly.

If the schools of the county needed
maps they could have been bought of
Rand, McNally & Co., of Chicago, from
whom the board purchased geographies
for the schools. 1 have a wall map, re-
versible, 4 by 6 feet size, mounted on
muslin backing, with roller, for which 1
paid the sum of $1.50. It is a Rand, Me-
Nally & Co. map, has that firm’s name
printed thereon in large typeand is listed
at §5.00. The school board could certain-
ly have bought these maps in quantity at
the price I bought a single one.

As tothe charts, [ must say that the
leading educators of not only Florida, but
of the United States, have discarded
them. They are valueless. Good, up-to-
date teachers regard them, in the main,
as affording no real advantage. A prom-
inent winter resident of this county, who
is a heavy taxpayer here, and who is not
interested in the manufacture or sale of
school charts in any manner, and who
can make a fair and disinterested state-
ment concerning them, says that in the
state of Michigan, his home state, which
has one of the best and most complete
school systems, after having given school
charts a fair and thorough trial, they
have discarded as obsolete and
worthless for educational purposes, and
that they can now “‘be bought by the
carload for a song.”

So much for what those at a distance
think of the value of school charts. llon.
W. N. Sheats, state saperintendeng of
public instruction, whose permission 1
have to use the following extracts, in ‘ge-
knowledging the receipt of my resigna-
tion, deseribed this purchase of school
charts as a “reckless use of school funds.™

He wrote further : :

“My position in regard o such expen-
ditures is well known to all who have
kept up with my utterances on such mat-
ters for the past few vears,”
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the School Journal,
and previonsiy in xponent, )y
views were pablished on the sabject of
connty finances, o the parchase .of
: dispwen=able school de-

been

S“Ohee or twive i
thie

charts and otiw

vices, especialiy whon the county  boards
\\t'l‘!'!‘lln":nl:h.ﬂ'-i for s to ran their
schools upon a st bas ’

O »Lale ety ndent had investi-

gated the chart business thoronghly; had
lnll!n;i~"u d his views and position =o as to
give pabilieny amd warning to all con-
cerned, and was ready  to advise county
boards on the very poants involved in this
case. But for some inscrutable reason
only the agent of the ehart company was
consnited

My foriner colleagnes were either not
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The saperintendent states that the ex-
penditures forall parposes mll not exceed
$1:3,800. If wachers’ salaries amoant to
$9.000 and books and the pay of the
Mnl are $1,000 more, what will be done
with the other £,8007 The uuperiulcliul-
ent has so befogged the figures ‘h
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I ask the superintendent to tell the tax
payers of the county when was there ever
a dollar in the treasury to the credit of
the school fund over and above outstand-
ing warrants,

I woald like for the superintendent to
tell the taxpayers when the debt of the
school board—the aggregate of all unpaid
warrants—was less than $5,000.

The method now in vogue is to issue
warrants on the treasurer for the amount
of money stated. There béing no money
—or not enough—in the treasury, the re-
cipient of the warrant—eay a teacher—
gets it cashed by a merchant and the lat-
ter deposits it in one of the banks of the
county. There is an arrangement with
the banks that the school board will pay
them ten per cent. interest on all war-
rants they may hold. * Quarterly or semi-
annually the banks make a list of war-
rants held by then, figure the interest on
each one, add all the interest items to-
gether and then make out a bill against
the school board for the amount of inter-
est due. The board then issues a ,war-
rant to each bank for the amount claimed
as “interest on indebtedness,”” which
warrant is at once listed with the other
warrants apd in due course of time comes
in as part of the amount drawing interest
at ten per cent.
est on indebtedness’” becomes interest
bearing; in other words this method in-
volves compounding interest on the school
debt. As far as I know this compound-
ing of interest is believed to be pernicious
and contrary to the spirit and letter of
our constitution and laws, making the
school fund hopelessly in debt, and vet
our county superintendent states ‘it is
nothing new or startling, but approved
by all business men,”” and also that the
county is not ““hopelessly or harmfully
in debt.” Bat I shall leave this matter
to be settled between the school board
and superintendent on the one hand, and
the people on the other.

In conclusion, allow me to say to the
large number of citizens who have writ-
ten to me on the subject, that I am not
in politics. I am not an aspirant for office
or for political preferment. Under the
present syvstem and with the present
methods in operation I would positively
decline to accept the county superinten-
dency or any position or otfice connected
with school affairs. K. N, ANDREws,

Cocon, Fla., Jan, 22, 1900,

Senator Taliaferro, of Florida, has been
added to the census committee of the
senate.  This was accomplished Taesday,
the 16th, by a resolation passed through
the senate on motion of Senator Cockrell.
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need a fatty food to enrich
their blood, give color to.
their cheeks and restore their \
health and strength. It is¥
safe to say that they neml_v:;.
all reject fat with their food. ©
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COppuLSION:

COD LIVER OIL
W/TH HYPOPHOSPHITES o LIME & SODA
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is exactly what they require; .
it not only gives them the im-
® portant element (cod-liver oi.)
» in a palatable and easily di-
a gested form,but also the hypo-
* phosphites which are so valua-
ble in nervous disorders that
usually accompany anxmia.
SCOTT'S EMULSION is a §
fatty food that is more easily «
digested than any other form ¥
® of fat. A certain amount of {
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flesh is necessary for health. ¥
You can get it in this way.

We have known per=
ons to gain a pound ay
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soc. and $1.00, all druggists.

SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemusts, New York,
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By this method “‘inter- |

““The Least Hair

Casts a Shadow.”

A single drop of poison
blood will, unless checked in
time, make the whole impure.
Hood’s ~ Sarsaparilla is the

great leader in blood purifiers.
It casts no shadow, but brings sun-
nhinoandbult_hinﬁomyhouoehold.
Dyspepsia — - Suffered everything but
death for years with dyspepsia. Nothing

relieved me until I took Hood's Sarsapa-
rilla and it made and kept me well. Can

eat anything I wish.” Mzs. Evcess
MorrHaY, Hull's Mill, Danbury, Conn.

— * Five years
ago

I had a consumptive cough which re-
duced me to a skeleton. Was advised to
take Hood's Sarsaparilla which I did and
recovered normal health. I have been well
ever since.” MaTiLpDA Bripeewarer, Cor.
Pearl and Chestnut Sts_, Jeffersonville, Ind.

Hoods Sc

Neyer leappO‘mﬁs

__Hood’s Pills cure liver ills; the non irritating and
ouly cathartic to take with Hood's Sarsapariila.

" HUMUS AND MOISTURE.

| How Florida Soil Differs From That of
Other States.

' Prof. P. H. Rolfs, late of the Florida
! Agricultural college, has held some radi-
| cal and heterodox views, and the Florida
Farmer and Fruit Grower says that it
believes the following from his pen, in
the Rural New Yorker, will not fail to
| elicit contradiction:
| “Our experience, both scientific and
ipraclical, forces the conclusion upon us
| that Florida soil is very different from
'any other in the eastern United States.
' The amount of moisture actually needed
'in the soil to produce a good crop of fruit
|18 less than one-fifth of that required in
New York, and the amouut necessary to
'soak it is also very much less. During
‘extremely dry weather the soil rarely be-
comes 8o depleted of moisture that one
- will not find moist sand in the field by
'digging down from three to six inches.
' When humus is added to the soil, it acts
like a sponge, taking the water ap, and
causes the soil to appear actually dry
when really it contains the same amount
of moisture that it did before the humus
was added. Humus acts further as a
porous medinm, separating the particles
of sand and increasing the evaporation of
| moisture. Besides this, land rich in
'humus requires twice or three times as
great a per cent of moistare as soil rather
'deficient in humus. Thuas, daring the dry
season, humus in the soil would caunse it
to become thirsty, and increase the radi-
ation.  During the rainy season the
humus becomes filled with moisture, but
fails 1o let it ftilter throngh as the sand
does, thus tending to cut off the supply
of air and to drown the plants. It has
been  definitely ascertained by reliable
methods that the percentage of water
present in sandy soils during the rainy
season is only shightly above the per cent
during the dry season, buat in the soils
'rich in humus we tind them to be what
I Is ||u‘ul.|_\' known as “‘water-sobbed” dar-
| ing the rainy season, and during the dry
season they are excessively dry.  Peach
orchards in Florida planted on mack lands
Lor on clay lands do fairly well for a short
li!llr'. hlll ure |i:l'\!o- to be sh-»l‘t-“\'wl
a very irregalar stand.
“Both X perience and sctentitie teach-
ing lead us to beheve that pine straw, crab-
vak leaves and other vegetable
matter should not be plowed ander, as is
{re “h'hl:_\' done in the sl elay
the north.,
Hn‘} ~hould never be used
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If these substanees are used,
iy other
way than mulching, or applicd after hav-
ill;_f been \“bllllh"~'.~“' [he question as to
whether the using of this organic matten
as a mulching 1s profitable will have to be
decided by the individaal ease. Like the
hanling of muck on to frait and vegzetable
lands, which at one time was guite popri-

lar in Flornda, the hauling of organie mat-

ter on to orchards and Eroves must o
classed as a “harmless amuasement.”” That
there 15 not some aedvantace from bothe of
these pleasures cannot be denied, bat the
whole matter of frait growing s not one

of sentiment, but whethior 11w

the returns in dollars and cents, Mutting i

on this basis, we muast put it i the doubt-
ful class, to be dectded by thie individaal
location and condition,  FProan what has
been satd above, 1t shonld not be inferred
that the pure white solls of the sand
dunes are the idead ones for peach grow-

iny, but rather those that have been satli
ciently subdued by vegetation to grow a
tirst-class rop ol lomg leat
thie <atnie time well -ll.tilll'tl. are in ab
the nght condition 1 .
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tlesh \ pure ‘\\!xl-k-‘} hke HARPER
whilskev. ~oild '\ l.A'~l~"\' & Motlow,
Titasville, Fla

CASTORIA

§ For Infants and Children.

The Kind You Have Always Bought
Bears the : z ﬁ .‘

Aids gestion,

resses the tlow

Signature of
|

Jas. Pritcg_rd & Son,
HARD

...Tinware, Crockery...

WARE,

Boat Goods, Paints and Oils,

WOODENWARE.

Write for prices. .
TITUSVILLE, FLORIDA. -
Box 212,

Bond Lumber Co.

On hand and Constantly Arriving,

e I UNMBEIIR...

Dressed and Undressed.

Shingles, Moulding, Scroll Work. Balusters, Newel Posts,
Bean, Orange. Cabbage and Tomato Crates,
Brick, Lime, Cement, Etc.

Estimates made on all building material. Our large boat, “Suuny South,” will delivar
anywhere on the river. Call on us or send in your bill. We will serve you right.

Bond IL.umber Co. °
8. G. VANLANDINGHAM, Manager,

Titusville, : F'lorida.

HALF DOLLARS
are as use-
ful at our
FEBRUARY CLEARANCE SALE
as dollars on or-
dinary ocecasions.
The opportunity of those
who waited for . .. ...
AFTER THE HOLIDAY BARGAINS
is here. We have re-
marked prices on every
article of . . . .. .....

FFURNITUORRR®

in the store, regardless of
the fact that all are . . .
NEW, HANDSOME AND STYLISH,
and would easily bring
full price at any time.
Must square accounts for year, that
is the only reason for quick selling.

JOHN R. WALKER, Titusville, Fla. .

FIRE INSURANCE  C. S. Sehuler

Agent forthe Hartford, Atna, Liverpool and London and Globe,
Home, Continental, Providence & Washington, Fire-
man’s Fund, and Sun Mutual. .

For further information, rates, ete., address or call on C.S. SCHUYLER. TrtusviLLe, Pra.
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AS GOOD AS THE BEST.
Manutactured 2 'YINDIAN RIVER ICE MANUFACTORY, * G o5iioas

Proprictor.

4
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Special attention paid to packing for family use, and shipped to any station on the Fast Coast
railroad or by steamboat on Indian river.

Carroll & Goldsmith,

s . GROCERIES

Hay, Grain, Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,
Tin, Glass and Crockery Ware.

Titusville, Florida.

THE DECANTER
Trosley & NiIotlow,

Wines. Brandies, Rums,
“U!IE!"‘l Beers, Ales and Stout.

A FIRST-CLASS LINE OF CIGARS. BILLIARD AND POOL TABLES.

Family and hotel trnde is soliwcited. Prompt and «
N yollr ordet LOsLEN

R. L. MOTLOW, !
FINE WINES, BRANDIES, WHISKIES

AND LIQUORS OF ALL KINDS.

Fnrrij_‘!l and domestie brands ot
Whiskies,

Giins -.md

relu! attention given to mail ordess.
& MOTLOW, TiresviLLe, Fra.

Cunhi st acooinpitls

orders, CO0A, FLORIOA

FEE & STEWART

Handle EVERYTHING
Appertaining to the......

HARDWARYE

TRADE.
l"‘\l!';:f!(nv. Crock ry, l.:uu[-‘. ‘\\'i:uiu\\ .":A.hl-
cete., Undertakers .\lll'lllil‘s, Cotlins and .l.-k""
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Mattings,

Write us when i ueed of anvthing in our line and we will
promptly quote you lowest market prices, S
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FEE & STEWART, MELBOURNF- 2L, -y
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